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INTRODUCTION 

 

1. Reasons for choosing the topic 

 1.1. The work is alive by thought; a work which is lack of 

thought, even if it is decorated with flowers and leaves for its splendid 

appearance, will quickly fall into the “"ephemeral" state. The work’s 

thought brings intellectual pleasure and the work’s impact as well as the 

influence is also brought by thought. A work with thought is often 

indispensable philosophical discussion element, because an issue 

reaching a thought always touch the core element of life or rules, 

therefore, always attracts discussions and debates. Philosophical 

discussion element raises the level of thought for the work. It would not 

be a surprise if a writer was a philosopher. A great literature is 

indispensable writers with works rich in thought and philosophical 

discussion. 

 Both belonging to the category of perception and belonging to 

the category of reflection, being the result and also the purpose towards 

human in the process of discovering and conquering the world, 

philosophical discussion element always present in all aspects of human 

cultural life. Literature, with its prominent advantage of using linguistic 

tools, should be selected/ found to reveal the clearest and richest 

philosophical needs. When writers are thinkers, their works will be 

directed to the issues that are meaningful to the community, humanity, 

will not only be meaningful to a time but potentially cross-border, 

timeless. Studying Philosophical discussion element in literary works is 

to contribute to the discovery and shine of the work's value and stature. 

1.2. In modern Vietnamese literature, Nguyen Minh Chau and 

Nguyen Khai are excellent names. Both belong to the generation of 

writers – soldiers with the same love and respect for the writer Nam Cao. 

Perhaps, no appointment that met, in their mind, both writers were 

interested in what the senior writer once pondered and considered as the 

objectives of writing: Literature must arouse sources no one has initiated 

and create what has not yet been got. Particularly, just like the senior’s 

sense of purpose, the creative destination of both writers is towards the 

humanity life. 

Nguyen Minh Chau and Nguyen Khai - two creative 

personalities, each had their unique style, but if being placed side by side, 

people will be suddenly surprised by the similarity, that is, the same 

passion for philosophy, philosophical discussion and all attached great 
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importance to ideological element in their works. Readers as well as 

researchers, when approaching two writers’ works, seem to have the 

same impression that Nguyen Minh Chau and Nguyen Khai's works are 

very rich in philosophical discussion. Despite the meeting point, they still 

had their unique style and conquered the readers by their own creative 

personality. Perhaps that is why Nguyen Minh Chau and Nguyen Khai’s 

works are always interested and loved by readers in general and 

researchers in particular. 

So far, there have been many articles, research studies, 

investigating and evaluating philosophical discussion element in Nguyen 

Minh Chau and Nguyen Khai's works, however, it seems that there are 

only independent investigations and researches in each author or in a 

certain aspect of the work. We think that an in-depth research combined 

with a comparative perspective will be a new and scientific approach to 

realize the unique distinction in thinking and artistic personality of each 

writer. That is why the thesis boldly proposed and studied this topic. 

2. Subject and scope of the study 

Subject of the study of the thesis is: “Philosophical discussion 

element in Nguyen Minh Chau and Nguyen Khai’s compositions from 

comparative perspective”. 

 Scope of the study: The thesis will learn and study philosophical 

discussion element in Nguyen Minh Chau and Nguyen Khai’s 

compositions; on that basis, to find out the similarities and differences in 

two authors’ thinking of the philosophical discussion, as well as to find 

out the creative personality of two writers who contributed significantly 

to the modern Vietnamese literature. 

Scope and survey materials: In terms of work genres, the thesis 

will focus on studying works in the genre of short stories and novels. In 

addition, if taking the 1975 milestone to learn, study and confirm the 

movement and development in Nguyen Minh Chau and Nguyen Khai’s 

style, the qualities/ characteristics of philosophical discussion seem to 

have been the essential element in the thinking and writing of these two 

writers at both stages. However, after 1975, the conditions and 

circumstances for creative activities became more widespread and 

democratic, the thinking of the philosophical discussion in each writer 

was only revealed in the most comprehensive and profound way. 

Therefore, the thesis, on the one hand, will survey the entire works of the 

two authors, but on the other hand, will prioritize to study more deeply 

the works written after 1975. 
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 3. Aims and missions of the study 
 Aims of the study: Through analyzing the expression of 

philosophical discussion element in the compositions of two authors 

Nguyen Minh Chau and Nguyen Khai, the thesis not only finds, analyzes 

and explains the similarities, but also clarifies the differences in the 

thinking of philosophical discussion’s style of two writers. Since then, 

contributing more voice to affirm the two authors' talents and artistic 

dedication to modern Vietnamese literature.  

 Missions of the study: With the above aims, the thesis identifies 

the following main missions of the study: 

 Firstly, on the basis of statistics and classification of the research 

works related to the topic, the thesis will establish the concept, determine the 

position of  the Philosophical discussion element in literature, the 

relationship between the Philosophical discussion element of Nguyen Minh 

Chau and Nguyen Khai's compositions and creative practice. 

 The next mission of the thesis studies the philosophical discussion 

element in two authors Nguyen Minh Chau and Nguyen Khai's 

compositions. This mission is performed in chapter two and chapter three 

of the thesis. 

 Finally, the thesis will study to show the similarities and 

differences in the thinking and philosophical discussion writing of the 

two authors through analyzing expressions in the content and artistic 

form of the works. Thereby, clarifying the creative personality of each 

writer, at the same time affirming the artistic talents of the two authors 

with a great contribution to the modern Vietnamese literature. 

4. Methodology of the study 

To implement the topic, we will use the following methods of 

the study: 

- Biographical method: With the subjects of the study that are 

two authors whose works are influenced and dominated greatly by the 

circumstances, the thesis will apply the biographical method along with 

the historical approach to explain some issues. 

- Literary analysis method: With the subjects of the study that are 

literary works, the literary analysis method will also be a research 

method which is frequently applied. From the specific analysis, it will 

help to make the evaluation and generalization grounded and convincing. 

- Comparative - constrastive method: The topic of the study itself 

has set up the requirement to use the comparative-contrastive method to 

find the similarities and differences between two stylish personalities. 
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The thesis will use both comparative methods: synchronous (same 

period/stage) and chronological (before and after) to see the movement 

and change in each writer. 

- In addition, the thesis will use other common methods, such as: 

systematic method, statistical method, classification method. These are 

important research methods of the topic, helping to organize and deploy 

the ideas of the topic in a coherent and logical way,  as well as to identify 

data, identify artistic signs, find out the bases on that to induce, evaluate 

into scientific conclusions. 

The topic will also coordinate applying the method of 

narratology, interdisciplinary research method, along with the reference 

to more modern theories, to study and and analyze works in order to 

further make clear the artistic uniqueness of each writer. 

5. New contributions and scientific significance of the topic 

- The thesis is a monographic work that studies in a systematic 

and in-depth way the philosophical discussion element in Nguyen Minh 

Chau and Nguyen Khai's compositions - the element makes up the 

unique artistic personality in the two authors' writing; 

- From the in-depth surveys and analysis, the thesis compared 

and constrasted to show the two typical writers’ meeting points and 

differences in thinking and writing (through philosophical discussion 

element) of the modern Vietnamese literature. This is also the first time 

that the works of two authors Nguyen Minh Chau and Nguyen Khai are 

shone from the comparative perspective - a powerful way to recognize 

the artistic style personality of each writer. 

6. Structure of the thesis 

In addition to the Introduction, Conclusion and List of 

references, with missions of the study, the thesis is structured with four 

chapters: 

Chapter 1: Theoretical and practical issues related to the topic 

Chapter 2: Expression of philosophical discussion element in 

Nguyen Minh Chau's compositions 

Chapter 3: Expression of philosophical discussion element in 

Nguyen Khai's compositions 

Chapter 4: Meetings and differences in philosophical disussion 

writing of Nguyen Minh Chau and Nguyen Khai 
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Chapter 1:  THEORETICAL AND PRACTICAL ISSUES  

RELATED TO THE TOPIC 
 

1.1. Around the concept of "philosophical disussion" and the 

position of the “philosophical disussion" element in literature 

1.1.1. The concept of "philosophical discussion" and some 

related terms 

In the perspective of graphology, the concept of "philosophical 

discussion" is a combination of two words: “philosophical” means 

"reasonal, wise" and “discussion” means "discussion, debate" (According 

to Sino-Vietnamese Dictionary - Thieu Chuu, Le Petit Robert Dictionary 

(2012 edition), Vietnamese Dictionary - Hoang Phe Chief Editor). Thus, 

the concept of "philosophical discussion" can be understood as: 

discussing wisely or lucidly or discussing issues of wisdom. The thesis 

will also base on both of these understandings to build theoretical poits of 

the study. 

 The concept of "philosophical discussion" is close to the concept 

of "philosophy" because the same original element is "philosophical". In 

the West, there is no separation of “philosophical discussion” and 

“philosophy” terms because they are both expressed with "philosophie", 

derived from the etymology of "Philosophia", meaning "love wisdom". 

In Vietnam, the two terms are slightly different in terms of expression, 

"philosophy" in favor of the nuance of thought, generalization, 

"philosophical discussion" in favor of color of commentary, discussion. 

In general, both the terms “philosophy” and “philosophical discussion” 

express the nuance of meaning: thinking, discussing issues with 

philosophical depth. The thesis uses the "philosophical discussion" term 

with the intention to emphasize both elements: "philosophical" (wise, 

intellectual) and "discussion" (commentary, discussion) because this term 

is more appropriate when studying the characteristics of Nguyen Minh 

Chau and Nguyen Khai’s writing. 

 The style and writing of Nguyen Minh Chau and Nguyen Khai 

are rich in philosophical discussion, this means that they both contains 

intellect, wisedom and commentary, discussion. The quality of this 

characteristic reveals in both content and form, from artistic thinking to 

expression. 

1.1.2.The relationship between philosophical discussion 

element and literary composition 

Both belonging to the category of perception and belonging to 

the category of reflection, being the result and also the purpose towards 
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human in the process of discovering and conquering the world, 

philosophical discussion element is always present in all aspects of 

human cultural life. Literature, with its prominent advantage of using 

linguistic tools, should be selected/ found to reveal the clearest and 

richest needs of philosophical discussion. However, literature tends to the 

category of art, literary thinking is mainly symbolic thinking; philosophy 

is inclined to the category of science, philosophical thinking is abstract 

thinking. Literature is guided by emotions, feelings; philosophy is 

deployed by reason, logic. However, the two "branches" of these two 

categories which seem very opposite, have very interesting connections 

and meetings.  

In the period of "undifferentiated literature - history - 

philosophy" people seem to have identified the two categories together, 

without boundaries. Many ancient poets, playwrights were also 

philosophers. The thought of "undifferentiated literature - history - 

philosophy" lasted for thousands of years during the medieval period 

with perspective to think highly of: "dĩ thi thủ sĩ" (using poetry to 

preserve essence of feudal intellectual), "văn dĩ tải đạo" (using literature 

to express morality), "thi ngôn chí" (poetry is to say the will), etc. 

Modern thinking distinguishes clearly the features and functions 

of each branch, field, philosophy and literature, and is separated and 

distinguished by its feature and specificity. However, the relationship, the 

impact and influence between philosophy and literature is still very close. 

Philosophy penetrates literature in the theme and ideology of the work. 

This relationship is essentially the one between ideological awareness 

and creative inspiration. Each literary work, first of all, is a cultural 

message, expressing the cultural - civilization wisdom, depth and 

tradition of each nation. Vietnamese literature can proudly contribute to 

human literature with literary works rich in wisdom: Mo Đẻ đất đẻ nước 

(The Birth of Soil and Water) by Muong people, Xống chụ xon xao 

(Telling the lover) by Thai people, Truyện Kiều (The Tale of Kiều) by 

Nguyen Du, etc. 

The philosophical discussion element makes the thought and 

stature of the work, bringing pleasure of wisdom - beauty to readers. 

Each culture has different behaviors and expressions of philosophical 

discussion. The phases and periods of each culture also have different 

behavior and expression with the philosophical discussion element in the 

works, that is not to mention, each creative personality has its own 

expression; therefore, learning and evaluating philosophical discussion 
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element in literary works is always an interesting challenge for 

researchers in particular and readers in general. 

1.1.3. Featured imprints of the philosophical discussion 

element in human literature 

1.1.3.1. In world literature 

In Europe: In the world literature, the human used to witness 

the brilliant civilization of ancient Greece and Rome. In the country of 

the gods, Greek mythology is a testament to the wisdom of a nation 

which is interested in philosophy - philosophical discussion. The divine 

world with a very "human" character and soul is rich in symbolism and 

contains a deep philosophical significance, making each reading to be a 

time to discover interesting surprises. Europe from ancient, medieval 

times to modern times has "been" dominated by a trend of philosophical 

discussion which formed thousands of years ago by its predecessors. 

Upholding thinking, upholding reason, wisdom, upholding the 

human that all have helped the West to soon conquer the achievements 

of science and even literary masterpieces.  

India and China are not only cradles of ancient philosophy but 

also famous lands with outstanding authors and works. The two epics 

MahaBrabrahata and Ramayana, which are rich in philosophical 

discussion and religion, are the pride of India because, it is not only in 

the massive endless nature, but also converges folk thought - wisdom 

through philosophical stories about gods, philosophical teachings about 

behavior, about love, about dreams, life aspirations. The country of 

India is also proud of Holy master Tagore, who was honored to receive 

the prestigious Nobel Prize for literature, author of many outstanding 

poems, novels and plays. Ancient Chinese philosophers also played a 

great role in the creation of cultural values for the world. The sutras of 

Lao Tzu, Confucius, and Mencius, etc. are all outstanding cultural 

works with multifaceted value in many fields. Since ancient times, the 

Chinese people have conceived of "thi dĩ ngôn chí" (Poetry expresses 

the will), "chí" (the will) is uplifting thoughts and feelings. In later 

periods, the feudal intellectuals who are both writers and economists 

further strengthened for this concept. 

1.1.3.2. In Vietnamese literature 

Vietnamese literature is also very proud of building a literature 

which is rich in philosophical discussion. From the treasure of folk 

literature, going through the medieval to modern times, it can be found 



8 

literary works containing profound philosophical thoughts. 

Thus, philosophical discussion is an element, a demand that is both 

compulsory for literature in the period of undifferentiated literature - history 

- philosophy, and also the needs and desires of modern writers, because, 

using literature to convey the messages of humanity and compassion has 

always been an effective method of rich ideological writers. 

1.2. History of research issues related to the topic 

Nguyen Minh Chau and Nguyen Khai are contemporary writers 

and have great influence in the composers and the public readers for 

decades. The works of two authors are always enthusiastically interested, 

"sought”, as a result, the articles and research works on the compositions 

of these two famous authors are very rich. The thesis, on the one hand, 

will statistic and overview the research articles about the authors and the 

works of two authors which were selected to be introduced into 

published books, on the other hand, will survey the works/articles 

referring to the philosophical discussion of two authors’works as a 

theoretical and practical basis of the topic. 

1.2.1. Research works on Nguyen Minh Chau and Nguyen Khai 

1.2.1.1. General comments and evaluations  

Nguyen Minh Chau and Nguyen Khai are two authors being 

early gathered with works and articles studying on authors and works by 

the researchers. Besides, the thesis and dissertation are also very much. 

In general, researchers have affirmed the two authors' dedication to the 

revolutionary cause and their talents in contributing to promoting the 

movement and development of modern Vietnamese literature. 

1.2.1.2.Comments on the philosophical discussion element in 

the two authors' works  

The philosophical discussion element in the two authors' works 

has also been recognized very early by researchers. Philosophical 

discussion element shows in all aspects of the work's genre: theme, 

character, language, tone. 

The consensus that Nguyen Minh Chau and Nguyen Khai are 

philosophical writers, shows that this is the dominant feature in the artistic 

thinking of the two authors. However, there is still no specialized works 

that researches systematically and in-depth in the entire author's work. 

 1.2.2.Studying Nguyen Minh Chau and Nguyen Khai from 

comparative perspective 

From a comparative perspective, the works of Nguyen Minh 

Chau and Nguyen Khai have been compared with some other writers, 
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such as: Narrative action through character speech in short stories by 

Nguyen Minh Chau, Chu Lai, Le Luu  (thesis of Cao Xuan Hai); The 

narrative art of Vietnamese short stories after 1975 through short stories 

by Nguyen Minh Chau, Nguyen Khai, and Ma Van Khang (thesis of 

Nguyen Thi Bich); Innovation signs in Vietnamese prose from 1980 to 

1986 through four authors: Nguyen Minh Chau - Nguyen Khai - Ma Van 

Khang - Nguyen Manh Tuan (thesis of Nguyen Thi Hue), etc. 

Currently, there is only one research work related to storytelling 

language of Nguyen Minh Chau and Nguyen Khai: Storytelling language 

in short stories by Nguyen Khai and Nguyen Minh Chau (thesis of Do 

Thi Hien). However, this thesis does not question the comparison but still 

studies the authors' language independently. 

From practical research, the thesis found that, studying 

philosophical discussion element in the two authors Nguyen Minh Chau 

and Nguyen Khai’s compositions, only stops at articles with general 

comments, or just go into depth to learn in a specific work or a certain 

aspect of the genre. In particular, from the comparative perspective, there 

is still no work or article referring to the study of philosophical discussion 

element to point out the talent and creative personality of each writer. 

1.3. Objective and subjective basis to create the philosophical 

discussion element in Nguyen Minh Chau and Nguyen Khai’s 

compositions  

 1.3.1. Objective basis 

1.3.1.1. Historical - socio-cultural background from 1945 to 1975 

Born in 1930, Nguyen Minh Chau and Nguyen Khai were 

bathed in the vibrant historical atmosphere of the nation: August 

revolution, two divine resistance wars against French and America and 

the atmosphere of socialism building in the North in the 60s, etc. These 

are the events that strongly influenced the life and soul of every 

Vietnamese in those years. The "philosophical discussion" element - the 

outstanding feature and quality in Nguyen Minh Chau and Nguyen 

Khai’s compositions were influenced deeply by this objective situation. 

 The philosophical discussion element becomes an inevitable 

quality when it becomes an effective way for the writer to perform their 

goals - actions with best dedication to the revolution. 

 1.3.1.2. Country background after 1975 

After 1975, the country went out of two wars lasted for thirty 

years. From this time, Vietnamese society would operate under a new 

rule completely different from the rule of wartime. Next, the country 
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chose the way of opening up to international integration with 

management mechanism according to the market rules. In the writers’ 

need to change, to compose new works at that time, there was a need to 

"write about people" with "all aspects of everyday life". Together 

growing up in the same literary atmosphere, it is easy to understand why, 

Nguyen Minh Chau and Nguyen Khai have similarities in their 

preference in philosophical discussion. However, for talented writers, 

they not only found ways to adapt, but also did not miss the opportunity 

to dedicate and assert themselves. 

1.3.2. Subjective basis with innate talent 

1.3.2.1. Nguyen Minh Chau 

Nguyen Minh Chau keeps in mind: “Writing is making a balance 

between rational person and artistic person. The rational person must 

closely inspect the artistic person, but on the contrary, he/she has to 

spend a lot of land for him/her to stand and work”. In addition, Nguyen 

Minh Chau is also conscious: there are rational person and artistic 

person. The artistic person needs intense emotion and improvisation; 

Scientists need reason with strict logic. Writers need and must combine 

both qualities/characteristics to create authentic literature. 

1.3.2.2. Nguyen Khai 

Nguyen Khai revealed his personality as a person with a mind to 

analyze, comment, judge, generalize, very early. Researcher Phan Cu De 

said that: “Nguyen Khai is a intellectual writer, always thinks deeply 

about the issues that life poses and trying to find a convincing answer in 

his own way. Therefore, in the writer's works, through social and 

political events of hot current nature, there are always general issues 

emerging with philosophical significance and and human morality”. 

 It can be said that, from the essence of personality and soul, 

although they still had their unique style, but both Nguyen Minh Chau 

and Nguyen Khai show their personality, capacity of philosophical 

discussion - the core capacity. Literature helped them release/reveal their 

capacity; saying more correctly, they found the most suitable way in 

literature for their natural "ego" to manifest as "creative personality". 

Sub-conclusion 

"Philosophical discussion" is to discuss, to exchange wisely and 

discerningly. Literature from the beginning has contained philosophical 

discussion element, because this element creates a long-lasting vitality 

for the work. 

Through the published works and articles, it can be seen that 
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researchers almost consensus in the evaluation: Nguyen Minh Chau and 

Nguyen Khai both have bold philosophical discussion element. However, 

there is still no stature to learn and study for the evaluation of this issue 

in a comprehensive, systematic and thorough manner. Furthermore, in 

the comparison approach, pointing out the closeness and difference in 

thinking and philosophical discussion writing of the two authors is still 

an open gap. The thesis, on the basis of inheriting the previous research 

results, will solve these scientific goals. 
 

Chapter 2: EXPRESSION OF PHILOSOPHICAL DISCUSSION  

ELEMENT IN NGUYEN MINH CHAU'S COMPOSITIONS 
 

2.1. The conception of "literary works are alive by thought" 

The work’s thought is the writer's perception, explanation and 

attitude towards the whole content and problems posed in the work. 

Thought is the soul, the core of the work, the crystallization of the 

author's feelings and thinking about people and life. The work’s thought 

is closely related to the Philosophical discussion element. Because, the 

thought itself which is already "wise, discerning", also is shown in a 

"wise" way, that means unique and attractive. Thus, appreciating the 

ideological of the work, Nguyen Minh Chau chose the orientation of 

philosophical discussion for his writing. 

 2.2. Topics and themes are rich in the ideological 

2.2.1. Topics in the works contains universality 

The concept of "Universality" is "huge popularity" (according to 

the Hoang Phe Dictionary) that the thesis is mentioning brings 

philosophical depth, that is, the popularity range with no limitations in 

both space and time. The topic of Nguyen Minh Chau's work contains 

that capability, which means caring/reflecting on issues with eternal True 

-Good - Beautiful value of human. 

The topics in Nguyen Minh Chau's writing before 1975 are 

largely related to the reality of how "to live – to survive", "to be or not to 

be" and "to be"? That universality makes the works which were made in 

wartime to "encourage, motivate", but transcended the topicality to 

become works affirming eternal values. 

The topic after 1975 has a different direction, as per the author's 

perception: “You must find yourself a new strength to impact your life; 

therefore, literature needs to discover, analyze, and dissect specific and 

hot issues, separate personal fates that exist in life with all its complexity. 
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2.2.2. "Multi-topic" feature 

"Multi-topic" feature is as a quality and characteristic of Nguyen 

Minh Chau's writing. The work at the same time poses quite a lot of rich 

issues. In addition, the issues do not completely resolve, but only evoke, 

set out to discuss and ponder. The remarkable thing is, themes in the 

same work can follow different ideas, argue with each other, even negate 

each other and doubt even the issues that seem to have become truths and 

values. That is the proof of the philosophical discussion thinking that 

Nguyen Minh Chau wants to aim at and that has created the multi-topic 

feature of the work. 

2.3. "Multi-layer" feature of the story plot 

The "multi-layer" feature of the story plot is closely linked with 

multi-topic feature. Each story theme can be created or transported by a 

separate plot; the reader can visualize or tell the story (story layer) 

relatively clearly. 

Nguyen Minh Chau used his philosophical vision to illuminate, 

explain, perceive and analyze reality. From issues which are very specific 

and close but contain the messages with a wide range of generalizations, 

whose core is the human spirit. 

2.4. Characters and images are rich in symbolism 

 The thesis separates into "character" and "image" because these 

two concepts are not always identical. In Nguyen Minh Chau's works, 

there are non-human images (crocodile tree, electric pole, cat, cow, etc.), 

but playing the role of "character", even the main character of the story, 

with the role of creating conflicts, events, leading the story line. It is 

remarkable that both the characters and images in Nguyen Minh Chau's 

works have symbolic meaning or symbolic stature.  

Characters in the works before 1975 have a symbolic meaning 

for the Beauty, the Noble, and the True. Those are the philosophical 

categories and the symbols are associated with the real war of national 

defense and unification. 

Characters in the works after 1975 symbolize "archetypal" values 

in human depth.  

2.5. Narrative perspective from the inside creates a thoughtful 

and conversational tone 

Narrating from the "inside" perpective is also called direct 

narration. The story of Nguyen Minh Chau after 1975 mainly used the 

"inside" perspective, ie the character's perspective - the insider, the 

character at the same time plays both roles: storyteller and story 
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character. This allows the writer to freely express his/her thoughts 

through character’s thinkings and inner monologues. 

Sub-conclusion 

It can be said that Nguyen Minh Chau is a writer who loves 

philosophy and this outstanding feature is revealed throughout his works, 

associated with his writing career. On the journey of creation, that writer 

always told himself: “Writers must be the ones who awaken the society 

and warn against the dangers to humanity. But first of all, the writer must 

be someone who has a passionate love for life, especially for human". 

The philosophical discussion element conveyed through creative artistic 

methods has has made Nguyen Minh Chau's works become cultural and 

literary heritages in the readers' admiration and love. 

 

Chapter 3: EXPRESSION OF PHILOSOPHICAL DISCUSSION 

ELEMENT IN NGUYEN KHAI'S COMPOSITIONS 

 

3.1. The conception of "Literature is the science of expressing 

human hearts" 

Right way since setting foot on the artistic journey, Nguyen Khai 

had defined for himself the goals and principles of creativity: Literature 

is "the science of expressing human hearts" and the "truth" of literature is 

"the result of research, prudence, meticulousness". The above conception 

shows the thinking and preference of research and analysis - the 

foundation of the philosophical discussion element in literature that 

Nguyen Khai was interested in. Nguyen Khai called his literary creation 

journey as "an everlasting search" and "a journey of perception". 

Nguyen Khai is a intellectual writer, always thinks deeply about 

the issues that life poses and trying to find a convincing answer in his 

own way. Therefore, in the writer's works, through social and political 

events of hot current nature, there are always general issues emerging 

with philosophical significance and human morality” (Phan Cu De). 

3.2. The philosophical discussion in Nguyen Khai’s works in 

terms of topics and themes 

Writing on the hot issues of the times, writers are always faced 

with the challenges. Writers must be able to analyze and evaluate options 

to pick up issues with great attraction/significance, attracting the 

attention of the society. Analytical thinking also helps the author 

discover and predict issues that may be consistent with the present time 

but will be the paradox of the future. This predictability requires the large 
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and extensive coverage ability. Demonstrating this quality, Nguyen 

Khai's works reveal the strength and potential of a writer rich in 

philosophical discussion. Topics and themes in Nguyen Khai’s works 

before 1978 were associated with two major central events of the 

country's life: holding guns to protect the country and rebuilding the 

country after the war to reach the dream of building socialism. Topics 

and themes after 1978 are contemplations, reflections on personal views 

about the times and about the personal life, the personal fate of each 

individual. 

3.3. Storyline is rich in political commentary 

3.3.1. Storyline is rich in information of the times 
In order to accomplish the aim of political commentary, it is 

necessary to have specific and exact information like evidence. 
Information (evidence) helps the argument, analysis, and generalization 
more sharpen and rich in persuasion. The writing style using experience 
and rich knowledge makes the story of Nguyen Khai have the style of 
memoir. Readers are surprised by knowledge which is not easy to find in 
books. It is the result of a writer who is eager to go, to think and always 
knows how to use his analytical thinking to choose what to accumulate. 

3.3.2. Storyline of political commentary 
Storyline is oriented from the titles of the works and deployed, 

led by the  "authentic”details: The work’s ideological orientation is often 
expressed/affirmed from the beginning and that ideology will be 
deployed by logical arguments and proofs to affirm/persuade the reader. 

The movement changed from political commentary to the 
philosophical after 1978: From the plot type of political commentary 
focused on presenting and explaning a topical issue, after 1978, the plot 
turned to "preach", "discuss" on issues in the category of human of 
personal – individual. However, the author still seems to be "familiar" with 
the kind of people whose fates are associated with history, political and 
social life rather than the people of the family, of the natural being. 
Therefore, the philosophical discussion of Nguyen Khai's works was 
always "limited" by the principles of the era and had not really escaped the 
limitlessness of the eternal natural world. 

3.4. Brave character with a shrewd ego 
The character’s world of Nguyen Khai seems to have a "strong" 

personality with a "thoughtful", always "active" head, calculate and 
analyze things clearly in two directions of "good - harm", "gain - lose", 
"good - bad" and confidently assert themselves according to their own 
analysis and choices. So, mostly, they are energetic people, always 
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proactive in situations, even, capable of creating situations as calculated. 
In every position, subject, profession, as a person who is responsible for 
the community or the family member, they understand themselves very 
well, understand the work, confidently formulate work plans and are 
proactive in all situations. 

3.5. Narrative tone in the direction of debate, dialogue 
This is the inevitable logic, when both narrators and story 

characters are always expressing and communicating in debating 
language, preferring the critical. Through the survey, we found that the 
tone of debate, dialogue were expressed through the following aspects. 

3.5.1.Narrative language of both telling - describing and 

remarking, commenting 
Descriptive language of Nguyen Khai is always associated with 

the evaluation, remark, and comment. Descriptive verbs are 
simultaneously adjectives indicating states and properties that make 
things and phenomena sharper, more evocative and more meaningful. 
Both telling, describing and not forgetting to remark, comment with 
Nguyen Khai’s sharp eyes and telling tone, thus, not only "awakening" 
the reader by the wise and new "intellectuality" but also attracting 
attention with the subjective but sharp comments, stimulating the readers' 
curiosity. It can be said that in many ways, the author always wants to 
convey his philosophical discussion point of view through his way of 
reflecting reality. 

3.5.2.Building up dialogues and debates 
The spirit of "dialogue" is reciprocity, exchange, and debate. In 

order to have the opportunity to debate and argue, Nguyen Khai always 
tries to set up situations/ dialogues, which are frictions, even 
confrontations about views and thoughts. Through the survey, the thesis 
found that the dialogues were revealed through the following situations: 
The communications, conversations are simultaneously debates; Self-
dialoguing, debating with themself. 

Sub-conclusion: The philosophical literary style seems to have 
become Nguyen Khai's stylistic personality from the first to the last 
pages of his literary career. The philosophical discussion shows in all 
aspects of the work: from topic - theme to storyline, type of character and 
narrative tone. Nguyen Khai’s literature is always in the middle of life, is 
a kind of "action", contributing to the fight, contributing to the 
construction, contributing to the beauty of life and contributing to 
preserving and preserving the cultural and human values of the nation. 
Reading Nguyen Khai's works, it is not only being amused by the topical 
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philosophies but also admiring the issues ahead of the time that the 
author posed, reached by philosophical thinking. 

Chapter 4: MEETINGS AND DIFFERENCES  

IN PHILOSOPHICAL DISCUSSION WRITING  

OF NGUYEN MINH CHAU AND NGUYEN KHAI 
 

4.1. Meetings in philosophical discussion writing of Nguyen 

Minh Chau and Nguyen Khai 

4.1.1. Meetings in point of view: Upholding the ideological 

feature of literature 

Seemingly without an appointment but meeting, both writers 

Nguyen Minh Chau and Nguyen Khai attached great importance to 

ideological and Philosophical discussion element in literary works. 

Writer's artistic thinking and work thought have a close relationship, 

both cause - effect relationship and mutual relationship on the creative 

journey. A work with profound thought is often the result of a unique, 

new and profound artistic thinking. 

They became writers of philosophical discusion because of this 

perception: “Writers and journalists live with the times but still have to 

know how to separate themselves from the times to realize what will still 

sparkle for a long time in many details in their times, living with 

contemporaries but must take the eyes of the next generation to measure 

many values, many things which are thought to be very trivial and 

meaningless to contemporaries”. 

Sensitive hearts and aspirations for talent, they have met in the 

point of view using literature to "act" for the human and the life and for 

the values of the true - the good - the beautiful. 

4.1.2.Topics and themes often reveal the "subject of discussion" 

The first meeting of two writers with the same passion in 

philosophical discussion was in the subject of discussion in the aspect of 

work’s topic - theme. It is the ideological orientation towards the goal of 

discussing a certain issue of reality, is a conspicuous meeting point of 

two writers living at the same time, taking the same principle of the 

purpose of using their writing to serve their people, nation associated 

with a sense of responsibility: in every writer is a patriotic citizen! They 

have served their best for their country and their people. Most 

significantly, their thought of serving through artistic talent was 

integrated with the great fundamental thought of humanity, such as: 

upholding the human spirit, upholding the noble moral values towards 

the true - the good - the beautiful! 
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4.1.3. Rich symbolic character 

Symbolic characters often exhibit traits, such as: generalized, 

conveying ideological messages clearly, so this type of character is also 

called ideological character. With talented writers, ideological characters 

can still reveal their vivid personality, but in general, ideological 

characters often focus on clarifying the thought that writers want to 

express, therefore, sometimes the writer "sacrifices" the building of 

characters' personalities in complex social relationships, and mentality, 

introspection to "present" to the goal to be achieved. 

Character types in Nguyen Khai and Nguyen Minh Chau's works 

are generally ideological characters with generalized symbolism. 

However, two talented writers realized the thought with vivid portraits, 

so they always attract readers. 

The rich symbolic character in Nguyen Khai and Nguyen Minh 

Chau’s works have the following symbolic forms: 

4.1.3.1. Symbolic character for political - social ideas and goals:  

With two symbolic groups: 

- Group of symbolic character for life-changing philosophy 

owing to revolution 

- Group of symbolic character for the "vision" of new people 

who is building a new life 

4.1.3.2. Symbolic character for the Beauty - Morality - Personality 

The reader can encounter the type of symbolic character for the 

Beauty - Morality - Personality with the following qualities: Rich in self-

esteem; Rich in love, sharing; Rich in sacrifice; The Beauty becomes the 

Value because it has the meaning of saving, supporting life. "Beauty 

itself is morality" and that is "the truth of perfection". 

4.1.3.3. Character reaches the "archetype" level 

"Archetype" is an image with sustainable and universal value, 

being recurrent from the collective unconscious. The goal of 

philosophical discussion with a vision goes further and further, towards 

the human with universal private life, makes the character reach the 

"archetype" level. They are the embodiment of "original model". The 

remarkable thing is that both authors have the meeting point of the 

original model that the two authors aim to exploit, demonstrate the 

"motherly archetype" beauty. These female characters exhibit a beauty of 

motherly archetype from their original instincts. This instinct of motherly 

archetype was built by Nguyen Minh Chau into the symbol of the 

"Beauty – Morality", Beauty – Humanity. 
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4.1.4. Narration is often mixed among telling - descripting and 

commenting 

This is also the meeting point in the philosophical discussion 

writing of Nguyen Minh Chau and Nguyen Khai and seems to be 

indispensable in the writers that take philosophy, philosophical 

discussion as their goal and passion. 

The narrative language in Nguyen Minh Chau and Nguyen 

Khai's works always has a combination with remarking, commentary 

language, creating a unique narrative tone. It is a very distinctive telling/ 

narrative tone in both Nguyen Minh Chau and Nguyen Khai. 

Philosophical telling tone forces the writers to use telling – descripting 

language mixed with commentary, remarking, evaluating  and 

generalized language. Readers can enjoy a kind of "conscious", "wise" 

literature, not only reading by perception but with living capital, 

intellectual capital that they have, in addition, also being "opened” by 

unexpected ideas. 

4.2. Differences in philosophical discussion writing of Nguyen 

Minh Chau and Nguyen Khai 

4.2.1. Differences in approaching and reflecting reality 

Nguyen Khai is often interested in "times", Nguyen Minh Chau 

is interested in "humanity" issues. Times are created by human, are 

historical and contains the thought of the era. Thus, the social ideology of 

the era and the ideal of the citizen does not always coincide. In addition, 

individual needs are always richer and more complex than the problems 

of the era. Therefore, the approach to reality from the position of the 

human of personal - individual will aim to exploit humanity problems, 

while the approach to reality from the sense of the times will aim to 

exploit issues associated with contemporary ideology and social feature 

is very clear. 

In his works before 1975, both writing about the subject of war, 

but Nguyen Khai approached from the perspective of "times": the choice 

and posture of righteousness; Nguyen Minh Chau approached from the 

perspective of “love”: love of homeland, love of family, friends, and 

most of all, love of couple. His stories are often initiated by love, with 

situations and the core of story is love. Love is the main emotional 

throughline, connecting and leading the story throughline. 

Nguyen Khai and Nguyen Minh Chau's works after 1975 still 

revealed this difference. Although Nguyen Khai moved to exploit the 

reality of human private life, his approach style did not change. He still 
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preferred the approach from the emerging issues of the "times" for the 

orientation of philosophical discussion. For example, the story of 

"position", the role of the individual with the family, the society? 

Foundation for cultural preservation of a country is held by whom? If 

only worrying about the economy, worrying about earning money but not 

attaching importance to building morality and culture, where will each 

family and nation go? The floatings, the fates of human life before the 

times, etc. 

Nguyen Minh Chau's approach point is very narrow, even very 

private, only that individual knows. Actions, the development of 

character's personality are not affected, influenced by different 

circumstances, but mainly formed from the "essence" of personality and 

soul’s nature. Circumstances can change, but their souls, and their 

"heaven-born" nature, remains the same and do not change. That 

personality has made each writer’s own artistic personality. 

4.2.2. Differences in building the character  

 4.2.2.1. Nguyen Khai has strength in portraying "social human". 

Nguyen Khai always puts his character in the middle of historical 

- social situations to highlight the character’s fate, personality of 

"meeting times", "understanding times" or "basing on times". In general, 

these are the most familiar and prominent characters in Nguyen Khai's 

works. Besides, there is a character type of "out of times" that means 

being abandoned or unable to keep up with the times. Nguyen Khai 

envisioned countless types of characters to convey his thoughts and 

philosophy on life and human. The richness in the forms/types of 

characters in his works shows that he lived, observed and experienced all 

human kinds, human fates during decades of writing. His character is, 

therefore, generalizable and symbolic of the heuristics and philosophical 

discussion on the times. 

4.2.2.2.Nguyen Minh Chau has strength in portraying the human 

of "individual - private life". 

Different from Nguyen Khai, Nguyen Minh Chau is interested in 

describing character’s psychology and introspection, thereby having the 

opportunity to show up the human of individual - private life is quite 

lively. Nguyen Minh Chau often recreates the character in "narrow" 

circumstances as family, in the relationship of family and relatives 

around. Characters mainly show behaviors in emotional relationship. 

Their own life, their life style, thoughts, and behaviors make the 

philosophy about values of humanity and compassion. 
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4.2.3. Differences in narrative tone 

 In writers with personality, the obvious difference is the 

difference in "tone". In spite of the same passion for philosophy, 

however, there is a very clear difference in "tone" between two writers: 

Nguyen Khai’s "tone" is sharp and rational; Nguyen Minh Chau's story 

"tone" is warm and idealistic. Differences in tone are manifested in the 

following main aspects. 

4.2.3.1. The vocative - calling language in Nguyen Khai's works 

tends to be informal, while in Nguyen Minh Chau's works tends to be formal. 

Nguyen Khai often calls the character's name directly, not using 

the accompanying pronouns like "grandpa, grandma, brother, sister, etc." 

The calling way tends to be casual, simple, informal and not serious. The 

vocative type of "you - I", she, he, it, boy, girl, etc. is common in the 

vocative and calling way of character. This informal vocative and calling 

way makes Nguyen Khai's narrative tone be characterized with novel. 

The vocative - calling language in Nguyen Minh Chau's works 

tends to be standard and formal. In the way of character’s speaking and 

communication, we can see the silhouette Vietnamese people in the 

traditional ritual with humility, modesty and excellency. The vocation 

and expression in Nguyen Minh Chau's literature are always soft, 

courteous, perhaps because the object reflected is usually people who are 

"closed", introverted, rarely "in conflict" in society. That is also the 

reason why Nguyen Minh Chau's philosophies about human and life are 

often inclined to humanity issues which are close to all familiar objects in 

everyday life. 

4.2.3.2.Narration in Nguyen Khai's works tends to tell 

combined with to comment; Narration in Nguyen Minh Chau's works 

tends to tell - describe 

The typical narrative style of Nguyen Khai is "to tell combined 

with to comment" creating a "rational" telling tone which is sharp, 

"conscious", "awakens" the reader. This narrative style is throughout the 

entire composition of Nguyen Khai. Readers are always gone with the 

comments which are of many levels, sometimes funny, sometimes 

joking, sometimes feeling sorry, sympathetic, sometimes thinking, 

contemplating, etc. 

Unlike Nguyen Khai, Nguyen Minh Chau's typical narrative 

style tends to "tell - describe", creating a loving and lyrical narrative 

tone. Nguyen Minh Chau often "hides" remarks, evaluations and 

comments by "representing", describing things in descriptive language, 
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expressing views with images, symbols, creating his own charm in the art 

of story narration and philosophical discussion. Philosophies impact on 

the emotional senses, this creates an emotional lyrical literary throughline 

in Nguyen Minh Chau's works. 

4.2.3.3.Nguyen Khai's sentences are short, often using short 

sentences; Nguyen Minh Chau's sentences are flexible and correct in 

grammar 

The rhythm of Nguyen Khai's sentences is often short and urgent 

because the sentence is cut into many ideas or the short sentences without 

enough components. Expressions of both telling, remarking, commenting 

conversing create a debating tone, or debating with someone, or debating 

with yourself, sometimes debating with the times, with the present and 

even with the future. 

Nguyen Minh Chau's literary throughline, no matter what he 

writes about, still maintains a balanced sentence structure. The flowing 

throughline of Nguyen Minh Chau’s literature is like the flow source of 

a river downstream, slow, gentle on the water surface, but deep and vast 

in depth. 

Sub-conclusion 
The similarities and differences in the expression of the 

philosophical discussion element of Nguyen Minh Chau and Nguyen 

Khai show the reality of creation. Artistic literature comes out from the 

life, being influenced and governed by life, so requirements from life will 

clearly imprint in the works. The literary life of Vietnam after the August 

Revolution was dominated by political requirements, so there are 

meeting points in thinking and expression. 

The thinking of philosophical discussion is popped out not only 

from the requirements of life but also from the needs of the composer, 

their characteristics and personality. Nguyen Minh Chau and Nguyen 

Khai are both writers interested in philosophy, philosophical discussion, 

because both of them uphold the ideology of literature, promote wisdom 

and critical thinking. However, as talented writers, they know how to 

find the way to represent in their own way. 
 

CONCLUSION 
 

Nguyen Minh Chau and Nguyen Khai, two typical writers of 

modern Vietnamese literature after the August revolution. During the 

past few decades, their works have fascinated generations of readers. 

Both writers are interested in th philosophical discussion and their talent 
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helped them create their own style of philosophical discussion. The thesis 

raises the issue of studying philosophical discussion element in two 

authors Nguyen Khai and Nguyen Minh Chau’s works in order to 

contribute more scientific voices to the decoding of characteristics in 

thinking and writing of two literary writers with outstanding 

contributions to the process of movement and development of the 

country's literature. 

The thesis sets out the aims and missions that are, on the basis of 

studying the philosophical discussion element in each author's works, 

will set out the comparative issue to find out the similarities and 

differences in the philosophical discussion writing of two authors, thus, 

contributing to affirm the unique art of writing stories of two writers. 

The aims and missions of the thesis is shown in the structure of 

four chapters: chapter one, the thesis raises the issue of establishing the 

conceptual connotation of "philosophical discussion", the position of the 

philosophical discussion element in literary works. This is the theoretical 

foundation for the thesis as a basis for surveying and evaluating 

philosophical discussion element in the Nguyen Minh Chau and Nguyen 

Khai’s works. In order to ensure the scientificity and novelty of the topic, 

the thesis also carefully surveyed research works on the Nguyen Minh 

Chau and Nguyen Khai’s works over the years, the thesis has found a 

consensus in perceptions and evaluation point of view: Nguyen Khai and 

Nguyen Minh Chau are excellent writers on philosophical discussion and 

Philosophical discussion element is an outstanding quality, the two 

authors unique in their artistic style. However, there are still no works 

raises the issue to study and learn in a comprehensive, systematic and 

intensive manner to point out the philosophical discussion element of 

both authors with a comparative view, to point out similarities and 

differences in their thinking and ways of philosophical discussion. 

Studying the philosophical discussion element in Nguyen Minh 

Chau and Nguyen Khai’s works, the thesis raises the issue of learning 

both objective and subjective causes which lead to or dominate the 

formation of the Philosophical discussion element in the two authors’ 

style. Because, we understand that the Vietnamese literature after 1945 

was strongly influenced and dominated by the historical and socio-

cultural situation, a literature of "standing in politics" and "submitting to 

politics", the writer "uses writing as a gun to serve workers, peasants and 

soldiers". Of course, that "submission" feature is not simply in the 

unchanging principle but has the movement and change according to the 
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requirements of history - society. For example, the country's social life 

after 1986 was the period of world integration. As talented writers, 

Nguyen Minh Chau and Nguyen Khai flexibly and creatively combined 

the mission of "one-heart writing as a gun" to serve the country with their 

artistic personality. Studying about this, the thesis has drawn interesting 

things: firstly, the formation of the literary style of each author not only 

has subjective elements (psychological temperament, personality, hobby, 

passion, etc.) but also objective elements (psychology of the times, needs 

of the nation, social trends, etc.). It seems that the journey to dominate 

the arts, also the destination of each author, always has the parallel and 

convergence of objective practice and author talent. Nguyen Minh Chau 

and Nguyen Khai are both passionate about the philosophical, that 

passion has met with the reality and requirements of the times, making 

the problems posed by the authors in the works are both topical and 

universal. 

The philosophical discussion element in Nguyen Minh Chau and 

Nguyen Khai's works has become the artistic thinking of the writers, 

throughout and unified from content to form, from artistic conception to 

mode of expression. The thesis has learnt, researched and systematically 

pointed out the characteristics of the philosophical discussion element in 

the two authors’ writing through the structural aspects of the works: topic 

- theme, storyline, character and narration. From the research results, the 

thesis assumes that the philosophical discussion element has become the 

artistic thinking that dominated the entire organizational method of the 

works, revealed from the first works to the last works, creating the 

authors’ personality and style. This scientific thought is shown in chapter 

two and chapter three of the thesis.  

Finally, the comparative issue to point out the similarities and 

differences in the philosophical discussion element of the two authors 

was deployed in chapter four of the thesis. Consistency in the 

organization of the research issue, the comparison is illuminated from the 

genre levels of the works. The thesis both clarified the effects that 

created quality of philosophical discussion in the author's writing, and, 

more importantly, supplemented and clarified more the personality and 

unique aesthetic qualities in each writer's thinking and wayof 

philosophical discussion. The meeting in thinking and the manner of 

expressing the philosophical discussion element of Nguyen Minh Chau 

and Nguyen Khai is: topics and themes in their works contain the subject 

of discussion, that is, their works reveal their ideology and tendencies 
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through the works to clarify that thought. This leads to the second 

meeting, that is the rich symbolic character. Both are the leading writers 

in using writing to serve revolutionary missions, symbolic characters of 

Nguyen Minh Chau and Nguyen Khai aim to the following contents and 

meanings: symbol of people – society, symbol of the Beauty, morality 

and personality of social norms, the symbol has reached the "archetype" 

level with humanity values. The two authors also meet each other in the 

narrative writing while simultaneously telling - describing, commenting, 

and evaluating, because in order to philosophize, writers need to use this 

expression. 

However, the creative bravery of the two authors reveals mainly 

in this boundary line between the common and private, the same and 

different. That's two authors have shown differences in the approach to 

reality and how to represent. Readers are intrigued by their differences, 

not by the similarities. With the same approach to reality at the same 

time, Nguyen Khai is more interested in "the times", “era”, Nguyen Minh 

Chau is more inclined to the story of how the human responds to that 

times – humanity issues. This leads to another inevitable difference: 

Nguyen Khai's characters are human – society, very closely associating 

with the times - society. Their behavior, even psychology, and 

personality have a close relationship with society and the times. Nguyen 

Minh Chau's characters, though not standing out of those times, however, 

they still have their own world, even have such "isolated" personalities 

that, they behave with the world around according to their own very 

consistent views according to the ethical principles they have been 

imbued with the essence. Thus, this leads to another fundamental 

difference, the difference in narrative tone: a Nguyen Khai who is sharp, 

"formidable" in words and arguments; a Nguyen Minh Chau who is calm 

and gentle in language and tone. Each had their unique style; they 

performed and conquered readers with their own unique art creations. 

The thesis, with meticulous and serious efforts, has further 

contributed a scientific voice to the goal of creating the most obvious 

visualization of two writers’ creative personality that brought pride to the 

modern Vietnamese literature. 

 

 

 

 


