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1. Goals and subject of the doctoral thesis 

Goals 

The doctoral thesis show characteristics in Nguyen Duy poetry versification in 

terms of: 1) The concept about art; 2) Ways to organize artistic image; 3) Way to 

organize poetry style, tone, poetic language of Nguyen Duy; 4) Finally, 

determining unique contributions of Nguyen Duy for modern Vietnam poetry. 

2. Methods 

We used versification theory to study Nguyen Duy poetry world as systematic 

main approach. Therefore, this doctoral thesis applied following methods: 

Comparison method was applied to find unique in Nguyen Duy poetry 

versification in terms of diachrony and synchrony. 

In view of sociology, cultural studies, linguistics, history, etc. 

Interdisciplinary method was used to study Nguyen Duy versification along 

composing route, explaining Nguyen Duy poetry world 

Biography method was used to learn about the author’s living process, 

biography to answer the question: How do these factors affect artistic declaration, 

writing style of Nguyen Duy? 

Systematic structural method was applied to overview all Nguyen Duy 

poems, in which factors, parts will show relations, mutual effects. 

In addition, we used necessary skills such as analysis, overview, statistics, 

classification to infer scientific conclusion. 

3. Main results and conclusion 

3.1. Main results 

The dissertation presents some issues related to the terminology of poetics such 

as versification and poetics; artistic conception about people, art world, etc. as 



well as research on the application of poetic theory in Vietnam and the study of 

Nguyen Duy poetry versification. 

The dissertation explores issues covered in the conception of human life and 

artistic conception of Nguyen Duy. The thesis shows two outstanding features of 

the concept of human life: The thought of "I am the people" and The mind of 

returning to the people's roots; Two characteristics of artistic conception: The 

beauty in suffering and The beauty of filial piety. 

The thesis studies and explores the organization of artistic images in Nguyen 

Duy's poetry in terms of lyrical ego image, lyrical character image and space - 

time image. 

The thesis presents the outstanding features of the organization of poetic form: 

the hexagonal style, the free style; tone: emotional tone, compassionate, 

philosophical tone; satirical tone, humor and poetic language: folk language, 

language of "tone of voice" the diverse and flexible mean changing style  of 

Nguyen Duy poetry. 

3.2. Conclusions 

In modern Vietnamese literature in general and modern poetry in particular, 

Nguyen Duy has an outstanding and very important position. With a firm and 

deep sense of art, the poet always strives to reach new heights of art. In this work, 

for the first time, Nguyen Duy poetic poetry was laid out and resolved in a direct, 

systematic, holistic and consistent manner. Accordingly, the dissertation focuses 

on solving some major problems such as: artistic conception about people; 

organization of artistic image and organization of poetic style, tone, language of 

poetry. 

The cross-cutting problem that dominates the artistic creation process of Nguyen 

Duy is the concept of human life and art. For the poet, the concept of human life 

is the thought of respecting the people, the people loving and returning to the 

people's roots. Respect for the people is the dominant source of all artistic 

creation. The people are so close, simple, rustic, but with extraordinary and great 

power. The core thought that is firmly attached to the people is a standard one, 

looking simple but really strict with the artist who lives and dies with the people 

and the same kind of sentient beings. Understanding the people, speaking and 

writing about the people with a deep and loving inspiration has crystallized the 

poetic soul of a "folk poet". The aesthetic concept of Nguyen Duy is the journey 

to find the beauty in suffering, the beauty of filial piety. This has become the 

"declaration and direction of art" that makes Nguyen Duy style and artistic talent. 

That aesthetic concept is like a philosophical source permeating the poet's 

consciousness and unconsciousness. It consistently focuses on ordinary people 

with everyday life, way of thinking, alien to things of excess size, extraordinary, 



sublime, magnificent, and vanity. The thought "I am the people - then I exist" is 

the crystallization of the poetic soul that connects his life with sentient beings to 

be loved, loved, and sympathized with the joys and sorrows of the people's life. 

Studying Nguyen Duy poetry from the perspective of the lyrical ego, we find that 

there is a harmony between the everyday ego and the intellectual ego. The image 

of the lyrical self in Nguyen Duy's poetry has the general characteristics of the 

era elements but also has its own unique and subtle features. The ego is often 

manifested in the love for family, homeland, origin and tenderness, love, passion 

in love. Intellectual ego is always associated with reflections and contemplations 

on the ecological status of the past, present and future. The lyrical self is 

associated with the word "love", using love as a starting point. "Love" is the 

biggest source of energy that makes the ego of poet Nguyen Duy. 

The subject of the lyrical ego subject is the lyrical character. The world of lyrical 

characters is the image of people on the battlefield, in the village, in life at large. 

All of them, regardless of their status, are the "folk", the people, "living beings 

dust". find happiness, affirm her noble beauty and pride. The world of characters 

in Nguyen Duy poetry exists in different art spaces - times. From space - village 

time to space - battlefield time and space - peacetime time. These types of space 

and time are the form of perceptions about the person and the world of the 

creative subject. . With a close look, it is space - world time, leaning completely 

on the scene of daily life, where the people forever exist. 

As a talented poet, Nguyen Duy has experimented with many poetic forms in the 

writing process. But the most successful are two poetic forms: sin-eight-word 

distich metre and free. The former is a poetic form that the author used very 

flexibly and nicely. It has a new, breaking way compared to the traditional sin-

eight-word distich metre poetry. His sin-eight-word distich metre verse 

"implicitly contain an idyllic folk soul hidden in his modern, healthy 

appearance". Nguyen Duy has contributed to renewing and enriching the nation's 

poetry. In the achievements of sin-eight-word distich metre poetry, it is 

impossible not to write the name Nguyen Duy. Besides, the free form of poetry 

also leaves certain marks on Nguyen Duy's poetry street. The way of speaking 

and writing freely and freely in poetry has helped the poet to express stature 

about the core problems of the present. It can be said that these two poems are 

completely consistent with Nguyen Duy's creative personality when he identifies 

himself as "living dust" and belongs to "sentient beings", belongs to the people. 

Studying Nguyen Duy poetry, we find that the tone is rich, diverse, and multi-

toned. It is associated with the poet's creative inspiration and through the 

expressions of the lyrical self in poetry. Nguyen Duy's poetry, when he wrote 

about the past in the cultural space of the old village, the childhood memories 

appeared again through a smooth, loving, earnest poetic voice, the poetic words 



became heavy with love for the homeland, the source of pebbles. When he is 

satisfied with the current "eyes and ears", especially the people's lives in the 

postwar period, Nguyen Duy's poetic tone is natural, humorous but also contains 

many philosophies, contemplations and uses. many familiar pronouns: "I", "me", 

"you", etc. With emotions often looking at the origin or looking to the future from 

the present point of view, the poetic structure is structured. Poetry is structured 

over time. Continuously happening, one feeling evoked the other, seamlessly 

formed a lyrical narrative voice coordinated with the narrative. It can be seen in 

Nguyen Duy's poetry that the voices are often intertwined, close together, 

covering and dominating in a spirit of love for people, love of life, and love for 

the country. 

In Nguyen Duy's poetry, the usage of language has a unique and unique feature. It 

is a combination of traditional and modern materials. Folk materials through a 

simple, rustic language class that is passionate. That language is associated with 

the poet's desire to be attached, to integrate with "beings". It becomes an art 

declaration, and is a solid fulcrum for Nguyen Duy's poetic soul to reach many 

readers. Besides, modern substance is expressed through the class of everyday 

language " dust rice", "pavement". It truly and vividly manifests the people's life 

after the post-war period and in the renovation period of the country. 
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